
 
 

 
 
  
 

APPLICATION ESSAY 
Next Generation Resource Governance Leaders Program 

(Cohort 11) 
Please Note: 
• Answer only one (1) question. 
• Your answer should not exceed 500 words (excluding bibliography) 
• Use of ChatGPT or other AI assistance is strongly discouraged. 
• Copying content from other sources without proper attribution is unacceptable. 
• Include your full name and email address at the top of your essay response. 
• Save file with your full name and the question number in pdf. Example: 
John_Doe_Question1 
• Saved files should be uploaded alongside other required documents on the 
NextGen application portal on the ACEP website. 
 
Question 1 
 
Local content policies are widely promoted as tools for enhancing domestic 
participation and economic linkages within extractive industries. However, 
implementation outcomes across Africa have been mixed. Using relevant country 
or sectoral examples, evaluate the effectiveness of local content policies in the 
extractive sector and discuss measures needed to strengthen their developmental 
impact. 
 
Question 2 
 
Climate finance has emerged as an important mechanism for supporting 
mitigation and adaptation efforts in developing countries. However, many 
African countries continue to face difficulties in accessing climate finance. With 
examples, discuss the key barriers limiting access to climate finance in Africa and 
propose strategies for improving its governance and utilization. 
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